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while his kingdom was divided and given to France and
Spain.
In 1502 the plans of the Lord Alexander P.P. VI for
the defence of Christendom met with success and rebuff.
The Elect-Emperor Maximilian sulkily withdrew his pro-
hibition ; and Cardinal Raymond Perauld, as Papal Legate,
passed through the Empire preaching the Crusade. But
Hungary played traitor to the League which she had
formed with Venice and the Papacy a year before; and the
Majesty of England, King Henry VII Tudor, refused to
help. The last perhaps may be explained by the uneasy
condition which the realm owed to rebellions" fomented by
Burgundy for the affliction of the House of Tudor—those
of Lambert Simnel in 1487 and Duke Richard Plantagenet
of York (vulgarly called Perkyn Werbecke) in 1494-1499.
The movement in the direction of ecclesiastical reform
slowly progressed. Germany was still reiterating the cry
which, as long ago as the reign of the Lord Calixtus P.P.
Ill, she had raised anent the extortions of the Papal Chan-
cery; and not by any means without some reason. But then,
as now, the cry for reform arose from tainted sources. It
was not genuine, or sincere; but only a species of black-
mail. However the Lord Alexander P.P. VI was willing
enough and he gave the idea due consideration, by the
advice of Cardinal Francesco de5 Piccolhuomini. But, re-
membering that this Most Illustrious Lord was a nephew
of the Lord Pius P.P. II (who, in His earlier years, had
assisted at the Council of Basilea); and had the reputation
of being a "concilionista," i.e., one whose remedy for ec-
clesiastical ills is not a Pope, but a Council; the Supreme
Pontiff resolved to delay, until that He should see His way
more clearly. In a sense the Pope's Holiness deceived Him-
self ; for Cardinal Francesco de' Piccolhuomini (who suc-
ceeded Him as the Lord Pius P.P. Ill) was, as Caesar's
wife was not, "above suspicion." In ordinary matters, when
suitable advice is not forthcoming a Pope is liable to hesi-

